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in Taiwan. Since the lifting of martial law in
1987, Taiwan has made consistent strides to-
ward becoming an open, democratic society
where freedoms are respected and the will of
the people is observed. To the credit of the
many Taiwanese-Americans who fought to
bring democratic principles back to the island,
Taiwan is now a vibrant democratic member
of the international community.

The March 18, 2000, election of opposition
leader Chen Shui-bian as president, and An-
nette Lu as vice-president, represents the
crowning achievement of the struggle of the
people of Taiwan for full-fledged democracy
and freedom. As we all know, in a democracy,
it is the elections won by opposition parties
that dictate the peaceful nature of the change
of power.

While the future of a democratic Taiwan is
promising, many challenges remain. Gaining
worldwide recognition of the legitimacy of Tai-
wan’s govennnent is paramount. With all that
Taiwanese and Taiwanese-Americans have
accomplished, there is still much more work to
be done before Taiwan’s status and global
contributions are properly appreciated. We re-
main confident that Taiwan will meet their
challenges and continue to play a productive
role in the international community.

Taiwan and the United States share a com-
mon commitment to the ideals of democracy,
freedom and human rights. The 1979 Taiwan
Relations Act, which forms the official basis for
friendship and cooperation between the United
States and Taiwan provides a strong founda-
tion for the bond between the people of both
countries. That bond is made stronger each
day by the Taiwanese-American community.

I ask my colleagues to Join me in paying
tribute to the Taiwanese-American community
for their strength, commitment and contribu-
tions during Taiwanese-American Heritage
Week.
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Bush’s energy plan fails on several
counts, but I am particularly concerned about
the fact that it completely ignores the imme-
diate need for a short-term response to the
energy crisis that is negatively impacting Cali-
fornia.

Businesses are closing, Mr. Speaker, and
people are losing their livelihoods and their
ability to provide for their families.

For example, L.A. Dye & Print Works Incor-
porated, one of southern California’s largest
textile firms employing 700 people, closed its
doors at the end of April.

Their natural gas costs had soared from
about $120,000 per month to over $600,000
per month—that’s 5 times higher than their
costs at the start of 2000.

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that this
crisis is not just a California crisis, but one that
is spilling over to other western states and to
states across this nation.

In spite of this reality, pleas to the Bush Ad-
ministration and to the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission to implement temporary
cost-based pricing, which would stabilize en-

ergy prices while still allowing generators and
marketers to make a healthy profit, have fallen
on deaf ears.

At a time when forecasts predict that prices
may hit $3 per gallon in California and New
York this summer, the Administration’s only
solution is to drill for oil in the pristine Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge. This approach ig-
nores the fact that drilling in Alaska won’t
produce a barrel of oil for a decade, when
Americans need relief now.

Mr. Speaker, the Administration’s plan is
also short sighted in that it fails to adequately
support other important energy initiatives that
would provide our nation with a well-balanced
and comprehensive energy plan. This is dem-
onstrated by the Administration’s 27% cut in
energy efficiency programs and 26% cut in re-
newable energy programs.

Americans want the President to stop the
power generators from raiding their pockets
and to stop catering to his friends in the oil in-
dustry. Americans need the President to put
together a national energy policy plan that ad-
dresses both the short- and long-term needs
for everyone in this country.

Americans need a plan like the Democratic
energy plan, which provides assistance for
business and consumers without compro-
mising our nation’s fundamental values.
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Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the
House and Senate Prayer Groups, it was an
honor to chair the 48h Annual National Prayer
Breakfast held on February 3rd, 2000.

Each year, leaders and guests from across
the nation and around the world meet in our
capital city to share breakfast and to celebrate
a mutual faith in God. We join in respect and
love in a remarkable time of fellowship to
honor the spiritual principles that are the herit-
age of our country and the God who has
blessed us with them. We meet not as mem-
bers of different countries and creeds but as
children of God to pray for guidance and
peace.

Participating in the National Prayer Break-
fast has been an honor and a blessing for me.
The thoughts and prayers shared at this year’s
breakfast were of great value to those who at-
tended, and I believe they will be so to many
more. I am therefore including the program
and transcript to be printed in the RECORD.

The program and transcript follow:

2000 NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST

REP. ZACH WAMP: I am here to greet you
in the spirit of Jesus this morning, on behalf
of the Prayer Breakfast Group, and to intro-
duce to you Maceo Sloan, the chairman,
president, and chief executive officer of the
Sloan Financial Group who will offer our
pre-breakfast prayer. Please welcome Maceo
Sloan.

MR. SLOAN: Good morning. George Wash-
ington Carver said, ‘‘How far you go in life
depends on your being tender with the
young, compassionate with the aged, sympa-
thetic with the striving and tolerant of the
weak and the strong, because some day in

life you will have been all of these.’’ We must
remember that our nation will not be judged
by how prosperous we were or how innova-
tive we were in business, but with how we as-
sisted those most in need of a fair chance
and opportunity. We must further realize
that America’s success is predicated on these
values, and that we violate those principles
if we do not reach back and embrace those
Americans who have not had an opportunity
nor have they benefited from our rising tide,
for while a rising tide may rise all boats, it
does not help if you do not have a boat. As
the Reverend Jesse Jackson has said, ‘‘We
have removed the ceiling above our dreams.
There are no more impossible dreams.’’

My prayer for America today can be found
in part in John, chapter 3, verse 18. Let us
pray: Dear children, let us not love with
words or tongue, but with actions and in
truth. We ask you dear Lord to open our
hearts to those who need our guidance, love,
compassion and understanding. Lord, we are
assembled here today to ask you to strength-
en our commitment to love one another. We
ask you to heal our nation and direct our
path to righteousness. These things we ask
in your name. Amen.

REP. WAMP: Thank you, Maceo. Your
Congressional hosts have provided for our
international guests translation into the fol-
lowing six languages: Chinese, German, Rus-
sian, French, Korean, and Spanish. Anyone
who desires translation and has not picked
up a radio receiver, please raise your hand at
this time and an usher will provide you with
one. For those who may need to hear the
English amplified, it is also available on the
radio receivers on Channel 1.

Ladies and gentlemen, if I may have your
attention, for all of our enjoyment this
morning, it is my privilege to introduce the
Bethune-Cookman Concert Chorale. Wel-
come them.

(Choral Performance.)
SEN. CONNIE MACK: Good morning. My

name is Connie Mack, and as the leader of
the Senate Prayer Breakfast Group, it is my
pleasure to welcome you to this special occa-
sion on behalf of both the United States Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives. Mem-
bers of the Senate and the House want to ex-
press a warm welcome to President and Mrs.
Clinton. We are deeply honored by your pres-
ence. You have been with us every year of
your presidency, and again, we are deeply
grateful for your presence here with us this
morning. (Applause.)

A year ago, I had the pleasure of hearing a
choral group from Bethune-Cookman Col-
lege, located in Daytona, Florida, sing at the
inauguration of Governor Jeb Bush. I was so
moved by their performance, I invited them
to sing here at the breakfast this morning.
(Applause.) They are going to perform again
for us, The Battle Hymn of the Republic.

(Choral Performance.)
SEN. MACK: Again, I want to thank the

Bethune-Cookman Concert Chorale. You
have truly touched our souls and moved our
hearts this morning. Thank you for getting
us off to a great start.

At this point I would like to call General
Joseph Ralston, United States Air Force and
Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
to offer the opening prayer.

GEN. RALSTON: Let us pray: Dear God, on
this day of prayer, we join together in
thanksgiving for the many blessings you
share with us. We thank you for a land of
abundant treasures, a people of limitless tal-
ents, and a nation of priceless freedoms, in-
cluding freedom of religion. We ask that you
grant us the wisdom, courage and strength
to be faithful stewards of this trust so that
future generations may benefit as we have
from your bountiful gifts.

We are blessed today because we are joined
by so many people, from so many nations, so
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